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SELECTMEN'S NOTE
The Financial statements, reports and exhibits contained in
this 1977 Town Report represent data taken from Town
records. They are unaudited and therefore may be subject to
adjustment.
The Report of an Examination and Audit of the Accounts
and Records of the Town of Francestown for 1977 prepared by
the Municipal Services Division of the Department of Revenue
Administration (State of New Hampshire) has been unex-
pectedly delayed this year and has not been made available to
the Selectmen in time for publication in this year's Town Re-
ports. It will be available for public inspection in the Select-
men's Office as soon as it is received.
A revised Report of an Examination and Audit of the Ac-
counts and Records of the Town of Francestown for 1976, in
which errors appearing in that report have been corrected, has
now been received from the Municipal Services Division and is
currently available for public inspection in the Selectmen's Of-
fice.
TOWN OFFICERS - 1977
Moderator: — Harold F. Vamum
Town Clerk: — Herman C. Miller
Town Treasurer: — Donald A. Marsden
Selectmen: — John R. Schott, John L. Arnold,
Robert N. Abbott
Tax Collector: — Elizabeth M. Behrsing
Supervisors of Check List: — Israel H. Vadney, Jr.,
NelUe Abbott, Doris Basset
Road Agent: — Robert M. Foote
Library Trustees: —
Lois MacAdam Expires 1978
Lina deTamowski Expires 1979
Diane Schott Expires 1980
Cemetery Commissioners: —
Lois Leavitt Expires 1978
Richard A. Chapman Expires 1979
Leighton J. Bicknell Expires 1980
Overseer of Pubhc Welfare: — R. Franklin Mace
Trustees of Trust Funds: —
Charles J. Brien Expires 1978
Clifton F. Foote Expires 1979
F. Russell Abbott Expires 1980
Firewards: — Clifton F. Foote, Lawrence R. Kullgren,
Richard F. Leavitt, Norman Stewart, Charles J. Brien
Planning Board: —
Blake Tewksbury Expires 1978
Phillip W. Ireland, Chairman Expires 1979
Robert H. Cloutier (resigned)
William L. Edwards (resigned)
William F. Hansen Expires 1980
H. Bartlett Hardwick Expires 1980
Robert F. Caskie, Jr. Expires 1981
Herbert Benedict Expires 1982
John R. Schott, Ex officio
Board of Adjustment: —
Harold A. Varnum, Chairman Expires 1978
Clifton F. Foote Expires 1979
Robert R. Duncan Expires 1980
O. Alan Thulander Expires 1981
Donald A. Pettee Expires 1982
Building Inspector: —
William P. Mitchell (resigned)
Melville Garbitt (terminated)
Thomas Boumival Expires 1978
Health Officer: — Jeannette Settele, R.N.
Board of Highway Safety: — C. Ashley Prest, Chairman;
Clayton Foote, Jr., Peter M. Flood, Willis O. Hadley,
Donald Hoyt
Police Officers: — Peter M. Flood, Chief; Roy Bordon,
Sergeant (resigned); Peter Dimmitt, Sergeant;
Lawrence KuUgren, Officer; Marian Stewart, Matron
Conservation Commission: —
Eleanor Kiblin Expires 1978
James O'Mahoney Expires 1978
David Buber Expires 1979
David A. Jonas Expires 1979
Liesel Oilman, Chairman (resigned)
Brenda S. Parker, Chairman Expires 1980
WiUiam F. Cowles Expires 1980
Shirley C. Davis Expires 1980
Waste Disposal Commission: —
Constance Bicknell Expires 1978
Leighton I. Bicknell Expires 1979
Robert B. Parker, Chairman Expires 1981
Historian: — Eleanor L. Kiblin
Civil Defense: — Charles J. Brien
Ballot Inspectors: — Winifred Hoyt, Shirley Jones,
C. Gladys St. John, Bemice Miller
Recreation Commission: — Carol Prest, Chairman;
William F. Hansen, Barbara J. Morico, Linda Ludwig,
Charles F. Onasch, Lucille Paige
Roads Commission: — William L. Edwards (resigned),
O. Alan Thulander, W. Rogers Hamel,
Wilbur S. Roberts, Robert M. Foote (Ex officio)
Advisory Board: —
William L. Edwards (resigned)
Joseph C. Ludwig, Jr. Expires 1979
Charles F. Onasch Expires 1980
Ernest R. Poor Expires 1981
R. Franklin Mace Expu-es 1982
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Boston Library Consortium IVIember Libraries
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TOWN WARRANT
The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Francestown in the county
of Hillsborough in seiid State, qualified to vote in Town af-
fairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
Francestown on the fourteenth day of March, next at ten of the
clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:
Article 1.
To choose all the necessary Town Officers for the year
coming.
Article 2.
To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray
town charges for the ensuing year and make appropriations for
the same.
Article 3.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to
borrow a sufficient sum of money to pay current expenses in
einticipation of taxes, or take any other action relating therto.
Article 4.
To see if the Town wiU vote to exempt itself from having the
Town Clerk register voters according to RSA 55:9-C, or take
any other action relating thereto.
Article 5.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) to be placed in the Capi-
tal Reserve Fund for future replacement of fire trucks, or take
any other action relating thereto.
Article 6.
To see if the Town wiU vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) to be placed in the Capital
Reserve Fund for future replacement of Fire Department radio
equipment, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 7.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of One Thousand Six Hundred Fifty-Seven Dollars and Thirty
Cents ($1,657.30) to defray the Town's share of the cost of pur-
chasing and equipping an ambulance to serve the present six-
town area, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 8.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of One Thousand Six Hundred Forty Dollars ($1,640.00) to
purchase and install a 2,000-gallon, 10-key gas pump, to be lo-
cated at the Town Garage, or take any other action relating
thereto.
Article 9.
To see if the Town will vote to allocate a sum not to exceed
Three Thousand Three Hundred Dollars ($3,300.00) of funds
already received from Revenue Sharing to replace the Police
Cruiser and in addition to authorize the Selectmen to withdraw
the sum of One Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars ($1,800.00)
from the Capital Reserve Fund for this same purpose, or take
any other action relating thereto.
Article 10.
To see if the Town will vote to allocate a sum not to exceed
$21,000.00 of funds already received or expected to be received
from Revenue Sharing and a sum not to exceed $118.00 of Anti-
Recession funds already received and to raise and appropriate
the sum of Five Thousand Three Hundred and Eighty-Two
Dollars ($5,382.00) for replacement of the Russell Station Road
bridge over Rand Brook with culverts, of which sum the
amount of $1,500.00 shall be earmarked for the retention of
competent engineering design services, said culvert to be con-
structed by the Town Highway Department, and to use any
unexpended balance of said total sum for the improvement of
the approaches to said culverts, or take any other action
relating thereto.
Article 11.
To see if the Town Meeting will:
1. Affirm that the part of King Hill Road lying between
Perley Place and the road leading from Route 136 to the Lud-
wig properties, continues to be a Class V road as shown on the
State Highway Department inventory of Town roads, or
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2.Affirm that the Easterly Eight Hundred feet (800') of
the above mentioned segment of King Hill Road continues to be
a Class V road, or
3. Instruct the Moderator to appoint a committee to
study the condition of the above mentioned segments of the
King Hill Road, which committee is to make a report to the
1979 Francestown Annual Town Meeting, or
4. Take any other action relating thereto.
Article 12.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Eight Hundred Seventy Nme Dollars ($879.00) to support
the services of the Monadnock Community Visiting nurse
Association, Inc., or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 13.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Three Hundred Sixty-Five Dollars ($365.00) to support the
services of the Monadnock Family and Mental Health Services,
or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 14.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) to be placed in the Capital
Reserve Fund to add to a Trust Fund for the purchase of land
for a future library building and/or construction of a new
library building, or an extension to the present George Holmes
Bixby Memorial Library, or take any other action relating
thereto.
Article 15.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) to defray the cost of pro-
viding suitable soil cover at the present dump area, $223.50 of
which is owed for work done to date for land fill, £ind the
balance to provide sufficient top soil to repair the land for more
attractive growth coverage, or take any other action relating
thereto.
Article 16.
To see if the Town will vote to adopt, as a by-law, a life
safety code which shall conform to the Life Safety Code which
is in effect at the time of the adoption of this by-law as promul-
gated by the National Board of Fire Underwriters and adopted
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by the State Marshal's Office, or take any other action relating
thereto.
Article 17.
To see if the Town will vote to become a member of the
Southwestern New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission
which will have only such authority as conferred on it by RSA
36:53 of 1955, and will be an advisory commission to local gov-
ernments in the region, and to raise and appropriate the sum of
Five Hundred Fifteen Dollars and Forty-Four Cents ($515.44),
as the Town's share for the studies and operation of the South-
western New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission, or
take any other action relating thereto.
Article 18.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) to defrxy the cost of pre-
paring a Land Use Plan for the Town of Francestown, or take
any other action relating thereto.
Article 19.
To see if the Town will vote to elect all members of the
Francestown Planning Board as provided by and under provi-
sions of RSA 36:4, par 11(b) with the first election of members
to be held at the 1979 Regular Town Meeting, or take any other
action relating thereto.
Article 20.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of Forty-Seven Thousand Dollars ($47,000.00) for the purpose
of purchasing the George Foster lot on Scobie Pond for a new
Town Beach and Twenty-Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) for
making improvement to same, such sums to be raised through
the issuance of bonds or notes under and in compliance with the
provisions of Ch. 33, New Hampshire Revised Statutes An-
notated, as amended, and to authorize the Selectmen to
determine the date and place of payment of such bonds or notes
and to determine the rate of interest thereon, and to take such
other steps as may be necessary to negotiate such bonds or
notes as shall be to the best interests of the Town of Frances-
town, or take any other action relating thereto.
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Article 21.
To see if the Town will vote to allow the school children of
Francestown to use the Town Hall for the school physical edu-
cation programs, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 22.
Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 72:43-B and 43-C for
Expanded Exemptions on Real Estate which provides for a
resident 65 years of age up to 75, a $5,000 exemption; a resi-
dent 75 years of age up to 80, a $10,000 exemption; a resident
80 years of age or older, a $20,000 exemption. Provided that the
resident owns the real estate individually or jointly with
another or his spouse with whom he has been living for at least
5 years as man and wife; said resident had a net income of less
than $7,000 or combined income with spouse of less than
$9,000; and owns assets of any kind, tangible or intangible, less
bona fide encumbrances, not in excess of $50,000.00. To Be
Voted By Ballot.
Article 23.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum
not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for a year-round
Recreation Program, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 24.
To see if the Town will vote to rehnquish all right, title, and
interest, if any, in the old road leading from the South Frances-
town Road, so called, some 1,550 feet through the property of
Brenda S. Parker and terminating at the northern end of said
property, in accordance with RSA 238:1, or take any other
action relating thereto.
Article 25.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum
not to exceed Nineteen Thousand Dollars ($19,000.00) to em-
ploy the Department of Revenue Administration of the State of
New Hampshire to appraise all of the real property in the Town
to a full 100% of value, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 26.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize a change in the
name of the present Advisory Board to the Advisory and Bud-
get Committee and to authorize the continued periods of service
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and terms of membership of the Advisory Board on the Ad-
visory and Budget Committee and of subsequent appointments
to that committee.
The duties and responsibilities of the Advisory and Budget
Committee shall be:
To continue, upon the request of the Board of Selectmen,
to advise and assist the Board regarding any matter affecting
the Town.
To actively participate with the Board of Selectmen in
the preparation and final compilation of the annual Town Bud-
get.
To publish and post not less than 15 days prior to Town
Meeting in two or more conspicuous locations within the Town,
its findings and recommendations with regard to each item of
the budget and all articles proposing capital expenditures as
they are approved by the Board of Selectmen.
The Advisory and Budget Committee shall not have the
power of veto over any item of the Town budget or of the Town
budget in its entirety as it is finally approved and submitted by
the Board of Selectmen.
Article 27.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to
grant to the Francestown Electric & Water Co., its successors
in interest or assigns a permanent easement and right of way,
to enter upon Town property where and as may be necessary to
construct, maintain and repair underground pipe lines and
appurtenances for the purpose of conveying water across,
through and under town property together with the right to ex-
cavate and refiU and/or trenches for the location of said pipe
lines, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 28.
To see if the Town wishes to exclude from its Social Security
plan services performed by election officials or election workers
for each calendar quarter in which the remuneration paid for
such services is less than $50.00, or take any other action re-
lating thereto.
Article 29.
To see if the Town will vote to instruct the Board of Select-
men and the Building Inspector (if any) to discontinue issuing
any Building Permits for new home construction in the Town of
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Francestown for a period of six months or until the completion
of a Master Plan and Soils Study by the Planning Board and
action by the Town on said plan and study, whichever first oc-
curs, and further to request that the Planning Board not ap-
prove any subdivisions for a period of six months or until the
Master Plan and Soils Study is completed and said action by
the Town has taken place, whichever first occurs.
Article 30.
Are you in favor of adopting the following amendment to
the Francestown Zoning Ordinance?
Article 3. Lot Measurements and Setbacks.
After Subparagraph a) (2) delete all and insert "This para-
graph 3a shall not apply to lots of record on July 17, 1972.
However, after March 14, 1978, any such lots which are abutted
by other land owned in common with them shall, if conveyed by
the common owner, not be deemed lots upon which buildings
may be erected unless, prior to such conveyance, sufficient land
has been properly and legally added from the abutting com-
monly owned land so that the nonconforming lots are brought
into conformity with this Ordinance. This provision shall not
apply if it would require the commonly owned abutting lots to
be reduced so as to also become nonconforming." (To Be Voted
By Ballot)
Article 31.
Are you in favor of adopting the following amendment to
the Francestown Zoning Ordinance?
Article 5A Zoning District Regulations.
I. Village Zone
(a) Permitted uses
1. After the word " dwellings" add "with accessory
buildings" so that the provision reads "Single family dwellings
with accessory buildings provided they do not exceed 35 feet to
the highest point of the structure measured from the highest
exterior grade at the foundation line." (To Be Voted By Ballot)
Article 32.
Are you in favor of adopting the following amendment to
the Francestown Zoning Ordinance?
Article 5A Zoning District Regulations.
V. Omit this provision in its entirety and omit Article 7 in
its entirety and substitute the following new article:
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Article 7. Nonconforming Uses and Structures in Noncon-
forming Locations.
a) Existing Uses: Any lawful building or use of a building
or premises, or parts thereof, in existence at the time of adop-
tion of this Ordinance, or any amendments thereto, may be
continued although such building or use does not comply with
the provisions hereof. No nonconforming use may be extended
or enlarged nor may a nonconforming use be reestablished after
abandonment of more than one year.
b) Change of Nonconforming Use: A nonconforming use
may be changed only to a use permitted in the Zone in which it
is located and, when changed to a conforming use, no building
or land shall be permitted to revert to a nonconforming use.
c) Catastrophic Destruction of Nonconforming Use: When
a nonconforming use, a structure on a nonconforming lot or a
structure containing a nonconforming use is damaged or
destroyed by fire, flood, wind or act of God, such structure or
use may be reconstructed and used as before such damage pro-
vided such reconstruction is commenced within eighteen
months and completed within two years after the date of the
original damage or destruction.
d) Change of Structures in Nonconforming Locations: A
structure in a nonconforming location may be enlarged or
extended provided the enlargement or extension complies with
all provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. Any other enlargement
or extension shall not take place unless a variance is obtained
from the Board of Adjustment. (To Be Voted By Ballot)
Article 33.
Are you in favor of adopting the following amendment to
the Francestown Zoning Ordinance?
Add New Article 14. Definitions
Accessory Buildings: A detached building located on the
same lot as the main building and the use of which is incidental
thereto.
Building: Any independent structure having a roof with
structural supports.
Dwelling: A structure designed for residential occupancy by
one family, excluding hotels, motels, inns, condominiums,
apartment houses, tourist homes, overnight cabins and the like.
Family: One or more persons living as a single house-
keeping unit.
House Trailer: See Mobile Home.
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Lot: Land occupied or designed to be occupied by a build-
ing! s) or use or accessory building! s) or uses incidental thereto.
The word lot includes plat, plot or parcel where appropriate to
the context.
Lot of Record: A lot which is part of a subdivision plat
recorded in the office of the Hillsborough County Register of
Deeds or a lot or parcel described by plat and/or deed which has
been so recorded, and which has been approved by the Planning
Board, if required.
Mobile Home: Any vehicle, or similar portable structure,
mounted or designed for mounting on wheels, used or intended
for use for dwelling purposes, including structural additions.
Any such vehicle or structure shall be deemed to be a mobile
home whether or not the wheels have been removed therefrom
and whether or not it rests upon a temporary or permanent
foundation. The term Mobile Home shall include and be syn-
onymous with the terms House Trailer and Motor Home.
Motor Home: See Mobile Home.
Nonconforming Use or Structure: A use or structure which
is lawfully maintained at the time this Ordinance and any
amendments thereto become effective but which does not
conform with the regulations for the Zone in which it is located.
(To Be Voted By Ballot)
Article 34.
To transact any other business that may legally come before
the meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this twenty-seventh day of












BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN
Appropriations and Estimates of Revenue for the Ensuing Year






Election & Registration Expenses
Town Hall & Other Town Bldgs.
Employees' Retire. & Soc. Sec.
Hospital & Medical Ins.
Tax Map






Damages & Legal Expense
Forest Fire Protection
Health Dept. (Incl. Hospitals,
Ambulance)
Vital Statistics





General Expenses of Hwy. Dept.
Town Road Aid






















Interest on Temporary Loans



















Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Interest on Taxes & Deposits
Withdrawal Capital Reserve Funds
Resident Taxes Retained
Normal Yield Taxes Assessed






Total Revenues from All Sources
Except Property Taxes





TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN, N.H.
March 8, 1977
Article 1. Town Officers Elected:
Tovm Clerk: Herman C. Miller
Town Treasurer: Donald A. Marsden
Selectman for 3 years: Robert N. Abbott
Highway Agent: Robert M. Foote
Library Trustee for 3 years: Diane Schott
Trustee of Trust Funds for 3 years: F. Russell Abbott
Cemetery Commissioner 3 years: Leighton I. Bicknell
Firewards: Charles J. Brien, Clifton F. Foote, Lawrence
R. Kullgren, Richard F. Leavitt, Norman J. Stewart
Overseer of Public Welfare: R. Franklin Mace
Article 2. Budget:
Town Officers' Salaries $ 2,700.00
Town Officers' Expenses 5,500.00
Election & Registration Expenses 250.00
Town Hall & Other Town Buildings 3,000.00




Care of Trees 500.00
Insurance 7,800.00
Planning & Zoning 500.00
Damages & Legal Expense 2,000
Forest Fire Protection 500.00
Health Dept. (Incl. Hosp., Ambulance) 924.00
Vital Statistics 15.00
Town Dump & Garbage Removal 3,500.00
Town Maintenance-Summer & Winter 77,792.00
Street Lighting 1,300.00
General Expenses of Highway Dept. 8,975.00
Town Road Aid 1,155.00
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Libraries
Article 12. Voted to raise and appropriate $1,200.00 to de-
fray the cost of exterminating rodents and pests and to provide
suitable cover at the present dump site.
Article 13. Voted to raise and appropriate a sum not to ex-
ceed $3,500.00 for the erection of such recycling facilities as the
Selectmen, in their descretion, may deem necessary, and in
addition, to raise and appropriate a sum not to exceed $3,500.00
to cover the salary of a recycling supervisor.
Article 14. Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of
$500.00 to be placed in the Capital Reserve Fund to add to a
Trust Fund for the purchase of land for a future library building
and/or construction of a new hbrary building, or an extension
to the present George Holmes Bixby Memorial Library.
Article 15. Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of
$750.00 to make repairs to the sidewalk on Main Street.
Article 16. Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of
$1,000.00 to be placed in the Capital Reserve Fund for future
replacement of the Pohce Department Cruiser.
Article 17. Voted to reiise and appropriate the sum of
$2,000.00 to be placed in the Capital Reserve Fund for future
replacement of fire trucks.
Article 18. Voted to raise and appropriate a sum not to
exceed $403.00 to defray the Town's share of the cost of a two-
frequency police and fire radio, the other cost to be federally
funded through the Governor's Commission on Crime and De-
linquency.
Article 19. Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of
$500.00 to be placed in the Capital Reserve Fund for future re-
placement of Fire Department radio equipment.
Article 20. Voted to authorize the withdrawal of the sum of
$475.00 (representing the accrued interest) from the Trust
Fund - New Cemetery Sales, for the Cemetery Commission to
use for the care and maintenance of Cemetery No. 3.
Article 21. Voted to raise and appropriate a sum not to ex-
ceed $400.00 to paint or stain the exterior of the Town Garage
Building,
Article 22. Voted to accept the following individual trust
fund: For perpetual care of the cemetery lot containing the re-
mains of Grace Ellsworth the sum of $200.00.
Article 23. Voted to accept a certain parcel of land in
Francestown on Todd Road, bounded by the Town dump, Bog
Brook, and owned now or formerly by Rino Sanchioni, the
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property now or formerly of Charles W. Durgin consisting of
five acres more or less.
Article 24, Voted to accept a certain parcel of land in
Francestown located at the Junction of Route No. 47 and Ab-
bott Lane (so called) consisting of 1500 square feet more or less,
as shown on a map of property of Pearl Abbott Heirs, dated
November, 1970.
Article 25. Voted to indefinitely postpone action on this
article.
Article 26. Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of
$500.00 for the support of the Monadnock Region Committee
on the Arts ; exclusively for such purposes as conducted in the
Town of Francestown at the discretion of the Selectmen or their
designees.
Articles to be Voted by Ballot
Article 27. Amendment 1. Yes 203 No 95
Article 28. Amendment 2. Yes 143 No 159
Article 29. Amendment 3. Yes 177 No 114
Article 30. Amendment 4. Yes 188 No 109
Article 31. Resolution:
Whereas: O. Alan Thulander has served as Selectman of the
Town of Francestown from 1971 through 1977, and
Whereas: Mr. Thulander has faithfully and diligently
discharged the duties of his office under the trying circum-
stances of his availability by reason of his proximity to the
Town Hall.
Therefore be it Resolved that:
The Town of Francestown express its grateful appreciation
to Mr. Thulander for his devoted service, and a copy of this
Resolution be forwarded to Mr. Thulander and recorded in the
records of the Town of Francestown.
Resolution:
Whereas: "Betsy" Wiederhold has served as Trustee of the
George Holmes Bixby Memorial Library from 1971 through
1977, and
Whereas: Mrs. Wiederhold has made an outstanding con-
tribution to the Library and the community through her un-
tiring and generous efforts.
Therefore be it Resolved that:
The Town of Francestown hereby express its grateful ap-
preciation to Mrs. Wiederhold for her service as Trustee, and be
it further Resolved that, a copy of this Resolution be forwarded
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to Mrs. Wiederhold and recorded in the records of the Town of
Francestown.
Resolution:
Whereas: "Jack" Underhill has enhanced the ViUage Com-
mon by his colorful plantings at the Horse Trough, and has
saved many a Labor Day spectator from an irritating itch by
eradicating poison ivy from the wall at Cemetery No. 1, and has
made the Little League Field playable year after year with his
volunteers, and
Whereas: "Jack" by his untiring efforts and generosity
adds his priceless touch to Francestown.
Therefore be it Resolved that:
The Town of Francestown express its grateful appreciation
to "Jack" for his many contributions to the Community, and be
it further Resolved that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded
to Mr. Underhill and recorded in the records of the Town of
Francestown.
Respectfully submitted,
HERMAN C. MILLER, Town Clerk
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
[As of December 31, 1977]
Town HaU, Lands & Buildings $173,800
Furniture & Equipment 1,200
Libraries, Lands & Buildings 94,050
Furniture & Equipment 36,000
Police Dept., Lands & Buildings
Equipment 10,000
Fire Dept. , Lands & Buildings 50,050
Equipment 45,000
Highway Dept., Lands & Buildings 12,980.00
Equipment 52,000
Materials & Supplies 1,500
All other Property & Equipment:
Horse Sheds 24,500
Cemetery Toolshed 2,600




Bixby Dam & Lands (2.6a.) 5,000
Sanchioni Lot (4a.) 600
Mace Triangle 100
Cemetery No. 1 1,500
Cemetery No. 2 1,500
Cemetery No. 3 5,500
Total $524,262
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SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
Tax Year 1977
Town of Francestown, Hillsborough County
Land — Improved & Unimproved $3,372,341
Buildings 6,215,936
Factory Buildings
PubUc Utility — Water 5,000
PubUc UtiHty - Electric 160,000
House Trailers, Mobile Homes and
Travel Trailers 6,000




Total Exemptions Allowed 16,400
Net Valuation on which Tax Rate is Computed $9,743,827
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this
report was taken from official records and is correct to the best



















Town Officers' Salaries $ 2,700.00
Town Officers' Expenses 5,500.00
Election and Registration Expenses 250.00




Blister Rust & Care of Trees 500.00
Planning and Zoning 500.00
Insurance 7,800.00
Forest Fire Protection 500.00
Health Department 924.00
Vital Statistics 15.00
Town Dump & Garbage Removal 3,500.00
Town Road Aid 1,155.00
Town Maintenance 77,792.00
Street Lighting 1,300.00
General Expenses of Highway Dept. 8,975.00
Library 10,485.00
Old Age Assistance 200.00
Cemeteries 500.00
Conservation 150.00
Damages & Legal Expenses 2,000.00
Employees' Retirement and Soc. Sec. 1,600.00
Principal - Long Term Notes & Bonds 6,000.00
Interest — Long Term Notes & Bonds 565.00
Interest on Temporary Loans 2,200.00
Capital Outlay:
Article No. 4 $20,500.00
Article No. 8 1,694.12
Article No. 9 1,040.00
Article No. 10 365.00
ArticleNo.il 4,500.00
Article No. 12 1,200.00
Article No. 13 7,000.00
Article No. 15 750.00
Article No. 18 403.00
Article No. 21 400.00
Article No. 20 475.00
38,327.12
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Payments to Capital Reserve Funds:
Article No. 14
DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES
Town Officers' Salaries and Compensation
Moderator: Harold Varnum $ 15.00
Town Clerk: Herman C. Miller 1,032.00
Town Treasurer: Donald A. Marsden 100.00
Selectman: John R. Schott 270.00
Selectman: John L. Arnold 270.00
Selectman: Robert N. Abbott 270.00
Tax Collector: Elizabeth M. Behrsing 848.40
Overseer of Public Welfare: R. Frankhn Mace 36.00
Building Inspector: William P. Mitchell 145.00
Building Inspector: Thomas Bournival 12.50
Dog Warden: WilUs O. Hadley 500.00
$3,498.90
Town Officers' Expenses
Harold Varnum, Postage $ 1.04
Herman C. Miller, Supphes and Expenses 149.50
Donald A. Marsden, Postage and Supplies 33.56
John R. Schott, Postage and Phone Calls 294.34
John Arnold, Supphes 58.73
Elizabeth M. Behrsing, Postage and Expenses 263.56
Sylvia Taylor, Office Supphes 42.94
Donald Marsden, Bookkeeping 510.00
Evelyn Souckup, Bkkpg. & Sec'y- Services 56.65
Postmaster, Postage Stamps and Box Rent 219.05
Brown & Saltmarsh, Supphes 397.62
The Francestown Press, Supphes 336.50
N.H. Assoc, of Assessors, Dues 10.00
N.H. City and Town Assoc, Dues 10.00
N.H. Tax Collector Assoc, Dues 10.00
N.H. City and Town Assoc, Dues 1978 10.00
State of N.H., Audit 951.40
Register of Deeds, recording costs 23.60
Steele Book Store, Supphes 67.32
Cabinet Press, Town Reports and Inventories 1,274.25
Homestead Press, Supphes 17.01
Camera and Film for Assessing 192.27
New England Business Services, Supplies 40.39
Forrest F. Tenney, Vet. Services 10.00
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Willis O. Hadley, Burying Dog
R. Franklin Mace, Welfare Officer Expenses
Branham Publishing Co., Auto Book
Richard Leavitt, Unlock File
Office Dimension, Tab Card File
Wheeler and Clark, Dog Tags and Licenses
State of N.H. Publication
Henry C. Humphrey, Beach Rent
S.W.N.H. Reg. Planning Commission
Buck A Bill Services, Copies of Legislation
State of N.H. Appraisal Cards
Helen Ring Business Services, Typing
Charles Brien, Desk and Chair
State of N.H., Boat Forms
Equity Publ. Corp., R.S.A.s plus Supplement
Blue Cross-Blue Shield, (to be refunded by CETA)
Ashley Prest, Ballot Box
Monadnock Ledger, PubUc Notice
Town Hall and Other Town Buildings




John G. Coakley, Custodial Care
L H. Vadney, Supplies
Robert Rokes, Lawn Care
Francestown Water and Electric Co.,
Water Service
W. E. Archambault, Repair Town Clock



















































Palmer Spring Co., Parts
Gilbert Welding , Inc., Repairs
Jason Highway Supplies, Supplies











William MacAdam, Tax Map Sheets
and Records $ 608.75
Hillsboro County Tax Map 5.00
Eastman Kodak Co., Microfilm Reader 315.25
Hayes Engineering 1 1 .00
$ 940.00
Election and Registration Expenses
Ballot Clerks:
Police Department Salaries
REPORT OF TOWN CLERK
Auto Permits, 934 issued
UNPAID PROPERTY TAXES OF 1977
[Asof January 1,1978]
Residents
Steven & Pamela Berry $ 242.00
Ada Bixby 564.00
Allen Block 400.00 Bal.
Jocelyn & James Bolle 1 ,078.00
Roy & Alice Borden 748.00




Lina & Michael de Tamowski 814.00
Charles Easterly 235.40
Sandra & Paul Ellis 662.64
Virginia Fossel 943.61
Margery S. Foster 1,050.00
Richard & Maria Foote 418.00
Francestown Water & Electric Co. 220.00
Thomas & Marion Gannett 807.88
Melville & Jacqueline Garbitt 1,842.00
WilHs O. Hadley 286.00
M. E. & C. S. Hagen 106.68 Bal.
Harold & Helen Hammond 246.09
Hammond Promotions, Inc. 1,804.00
Carl & Dorothy Hardwick 996. 10
R. P. & K. L. Horn 1,300.46
John & Margaret HouHhan 411.49
George Kunhardt, Jr. 1,794.39
Paul & Hazel Kuty 522.50
Thomas & Barbara Mausolff 406.50
Edwin Merrill 757.88
Judith & William Mitchell 836.00
George Morgan 220.00
Barbara J. Morico 273.68
Gertrude McClary 159.28 Bal.








Walter & Nancy Koroski 44.00
John Lanoie 176.00
Land Vest Properties, Inc. 11,751.56
John P. Lassen 290.40
Donald McDonald 439.65
Masonic Lodge 506.00
Norman & Marie Mussey 138.22
Duane McDuffee 44.00
Edward P. McDuffee 332.02
Onset Corp. 6,489.91
Pearl Real Estate 22.00
PhilUp & Betty Sue Riddle 44.00
Paul & Theresa Schofield 272.80
Edleff H. Schwaab 378.40
Donald & Kathleen Severance 682 .00
Aurel Brockway Sidway 911.68
John Ames Steffian 149.60
Harold & Thehna Stewart 221.10
Eastman Taylor 990.00
Timothy Taylor 695.20





John & Nancy Grimm White 25.26
Kenneth & Betty Whitney 176.00
Byron & Naida Wight 35.20
John Young 440.00
Total Non Residents $39,159.01
Added Taxes Levy 1977
Louis & EHzabeth Wiederhold 44 .00
Total of Uncollected Property Taxes $89,868.84
I hereby certify that the above list showing the name and
amount due from each delinquent taxpayer, as of December 31,
1977, on account of the tax levy of 1977, is correct to the best of
my knowledge and belief.
ELIZABETH M. BEHRSING, Tax Collector
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UNCOLLECTED RESIDENT TAXES












































43 Uncollected Resident Taxes at $10.00 each $430.00
I hereby certify that the above Ust showing the name and
amount due from each delinquent taxpayer, as of December 31,
1977, on account of the tax levy of 1977, is correct to the best of
my knowledge and belief.
ELIZABETH M. BEHRSING, Tax Collector
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF TREASURER
Balance in Treasury, Jan. 1, 1977
Reimbursement for Police Radio 1,106.00
Reimbursement for Police Radar 949.00
Reimbursement for State Lands 96.00
Reimbursement for Forest Fire 206.97
Return of Aid to Disabled 13.14
Return of Old Age Assistance 240.61
69,930.27
Unclassified:
Rentals, Town Hall $ 72.00
Building Permits 465.00
Pistol Permits 40.00
U.S. Treasury Department —
Federal Revenue Sharing 9,455.00
Anti-Recession Payments 118.00
Souhegan National Bank —
Interest on General Funds 1,559.75
Interest on Fed. Revenue Sharing 533.92
PhilHp Ireland — Planning Board Fees 176.00
William MacAdam — Planning Board Fees 125.00
Norwood Realtors — Copy of Zoning Ord. 1.00
Nancy TopHffe — Copy of Zoning Ord. 2.00
N .C . Lord - Copy of Town Report 1 .00
Eugene Nichols — Copy of Town Report 1.00
Edward Jordan Co. — Tax Map Sheets 40.00
Henry Hildreth — Copy of Town Report .60
C.E. Pitchard — Planning Board Fees 5.00
Concentrated Employment Program —
Copy of Town Report 3 .00
Ellen Hill — Zoning Ordinance Violation 200.00
Richard Merrill — Planning Board Fees 44.00
Robert Cutter — Cemetery Lot 200.00
J.A. Megroz — Reimburse Dog Damage 210.00
WilHam Vitale — Copy of Zoning Ord. 1 .00
Michael SulKvan — Copy of Zoning Ord. 1.00
Joe Marino, Jr. — Copy of Zoning Ord. 1.00
Stuart Clark Insurance — Return Premium 90.00
Carl Hunt — Zoning Violation Penalty 25.00
Trustees of Trust Funds — Capital Reserve
Interest — Cemetery Fund 475.00
Raymond Maher — Zoning Violation Penalty 25.00
Bixby Memorial Library — Reimburse
FICATax 1,020.34
Virginia Ellis — Copy of Zoning Ord. 1.00
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Southern N.H. Services —
Reimburse Blue Cross 180.90
Cash Sale — Copy of Zoning Ord. 1.00
Home Insurance Co., — Reimburse
Bridge Damage 324.25
Virginia EUis — Copy of Zoning Ord. 1.00
Town of Greenfield — Sale of tire 35.00
Total Unclassified $ 15.433.76
Total Receipts $754,163.85
Total Payments 629,065.78
Balance in Treasury, Dec. 31, 1977 $125,098.07
Respectfully submitted,












As o£ December 31, 1976 and December 31, 1977
ASSETS December 31, 1976 December 31, 1977
Cash:
In Hands o£ Treasurer $130,963 $125,098
In Hands of Tax Collector 50 50
In Hands of Fire Department 1,021 1,362
$132,034 $126,510
Long-Term Notes Authorized -
Unissued ;
Purchase of Vested Interest
in Disposal Site
(Article 8-a-1974) 3,000 3,000
Capital Reserve Funds ;
(Exhibit G) 12,696 17,063
Accounts Due To Town:
Ski Crotched 504
Unredeemed Taxes (Exhibit C-2) 4,575
Uncollected Taxes (Exhibit C-1) 41,262 90,513
TOTAL ASSETS $193,567 $237,590
A-1
LIABILITIES & CURRENT SURPLUS December 31, 1976 December 31. 1977
Appropriations Forwarded ;
(Exhibit A-3)














Analysis o£ Change in Current Financial Condition
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977
Current Surplus - December 31, 1977
Current Surplus - December 31, 1976
$46,422
27,202
Increase in Current Surplus $ 19,220
Analysis of Change
Increases in Current Surplus ;
Net Budget Surplus (Exhibit A-4) $29,026






Decrease iu Current Surplus




















Comparative Statement of Estimated and Actual Revenues
and Budget Summary







Comparative Statement of Estimated and Actual Revenues
and Budget Summary
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977
Revenues
SOURCE Estimated Actual Excess
Federal Government ;
Governor's Commission on Crime $ $ 1,106 $ 1,106
Local Sources, Except Taxes ;




Rent of Town Property
Interest Received on Deposits




Income From Fire Department 66 66






Comparative Statement of Estimated and Actual Revenues
and Budget Summary




Overdrafts of Appropriations 5,952
Net Unexpended Balance of
Appropriations $ 18, 7E
Actual Revenues $532,364
Estimated Revenues 522,124
Revenue Surplus $ 10,240





As of December 31, 1976 and December 31, 1977
ASSETS December 31, 1976 December 31, 1977
Amount To Be Provided For
Retirement of Long-Term Debt $15,000 $9,000
LIABILITIES
Long-Term Notes Outstanding:
3 3/47o New Equipment Notes -
1971 $11,000 $9,000
47o Tax Map Notes - 1972 2,000







Statement of Debt Service Requirements
As of December 31, 1977
New Equipment Notes
3 3/4%
Amount of Original Issue







March 15 & September 15
Souhegan National Bank
Milford, New Hampshire










Classified Statement of Receipts and Expenditures
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977
RECEIPTS
Current Revenue ;














Interest on Delinquent Taxes
Resident Tax Penalties
From State of New Hampshire :
Highways & Bridges ;
Class V - Highway Maintenance
Highway Subsidy
Interest & Dividends Tax
Savings Bank Tax




















Classified Statement of Receipts and Expenditures
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977
RECEIPTS
Reimbursements
a/c State & Federal Forest Land
a/c Old Age Assistance
Fighting Forest Fines
From Local Sources Except Taxes ;
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Dog Licenses
Business Licenses, Permits and
Filing Fees
Rent of Town Property
Interest Received on Deposits
Sale of Cemetery Lots (Contra)
Income From Departments ;
Planning Board
Selectmans' Office
Total Current Revenue Receipts
Receipts Other Than Current Revenue ;
Proceeds of Tax Anticipation Notes
Sale of Town Property
Withdrawals From Capital Reserve Funds























Classified Statement of Receipts and Expenditures
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977
RECEIPTS
Receipts Other than Current Revenue ; (Continued)
Grants From U.S.A .
:
Revenue Sharing $ 9,455
Interest on Investments of
Revenue Sharing Funds 488




Refunds ; (Appropriation Credits)
Insurance $ 271
Employees' Retirement & Social
Security 1,020
Poor Farm Bridge 324
Damages & Legal Expenses 210
$ 1,825
Total Receipts Other Than Current Revenue $ 143,816
Total Receipts From All Sources $623,201






Classified Statement of Receipts and Expenditures





Election & Registration Expenses










Protection of Persons & Property :
Police Department















Town Dump & Garbage Removal
Family Mental Health Service

















Classified Statement of Receipts and Expenditures
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977
EXPENDITURES




General Expenses of Highway Department

















Commission on the Arts
Damages & Legal Expenses
Taxes Bought By Town
Employees' Retirement &c Social
Security
Municipal Association












Classified Statement of Receipts and Expenditures
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977
EXPENDITURES
Unclassified ; (Continued)
Discounts, Abatements & Refunds :








Property Tax Abatements 1,804
Debt Service
$ 4,323
Principal - Long Term Notes $ 6,000
Interest - Long Term Notes 567
Principal - Temporary Loans 126,000
Interest - Temporary Loans 1,458
Capital Outlay ;
Highway & Bridges :
Main Street Sidewalks $ 1,500
Poor Farm Bridge 18,880








Classified Statement of Receipts and Expenditures
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977
EXPENDITURES
Payments To Other Governmental Divisions :






Total Expenditures for All Purposes $629,066
Balance - December 31, 1977 $ 125,098




Statement of Revenue, Expenditures, Encumbrances
and Fund Balance
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977











Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977
Levies Of;
DR, 1977























Interest Collected on Delinquent Taxes 2 44



















Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977
Levies Of:




Summary of Tax Sale Accounts




Unr e de emed Taxes - January 1, 1977 $ $ 4,536 $ 39
Tax Sale of May 27, 1977 6,0.
Interest Sc Costs After Sale
CR.
295 714
$ 6,328 $ 5,250 $ 47












Statement of Town Clerk's Account
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977
DR.
Motor Vehicle Permits Issued;
1977 Permits $17,280
Dog Lic enses I ssued ;
173 & $2.00
16 @ $5.00
1 Kennel (a $43.00




























George Holmes Bixby Memorial Library
Anne Schott Memorial Fund
Statement of Receipts and Expenditures
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977
Balance - January 1, 1977 $937
Receipts During Year ;
Interest Income





Balance - December 31, 1977 $970
EXHIBIT E-4
TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN
George Holmes Bixby Memorial Library
Town History Fund
Statement of Receipts and Expenditures
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977
Balance - January 1, 1977 $1,390
Receipts During Year :
Interest Income
Sale of Town Histories






balance - December 31, 1977 $1,694
EXHIBIT E-5
TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN
George Holmes Bixby Memorial Library
Memorial Fund
Statement of Receipts and Expenditures
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977
5alance - January 1, 1977 $ 683







Expenditures During Year :
Books $ 343




Statement of Receipts and Expenditures
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977











Summary of Principal, Income and Investments












Com-non Trust Fund "A"









Replacement of Fire Truck
New Cemetery
Fire Department - Radio




















Statement of Receipts and Expenditures
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977
balance - January 1, 1977 $ 38
Receipts During Year ;






Expenditures During Year :


















Statement of Receipts and Expenditures
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1977
Balance - January 1, 1977 $2,073
Receipts During Year ;
Interest Income $104
Sale of Telephone Directories 6
$ 110
$2,183
Expenditures During Year ;
Wetland Map $175






Balance - December 31, 1977 $1,736
EXHIBIT J
TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN





















N-4284288 $38,000 March 8, 1977
N-4284288 $38,000 March 8, 1977
N-4284288 $ 3,000 March 8, 1977
Charles J. Brien








4338921 $ 7,500 March 8, 1977
ROAD AGENT'S REPORT AND BUDGET
In 1977 T.R.A. was spent again on Turnpike South; 1,600
feet was rebuilt with underdrain gravel and tar. The cost of this
was $10,250.00.
Duncan Fund monies were spent on County Road North
again this year with plans to continue. Most of the work done
this year was cutting of brush and trees, excavating, and
buying of the culverts needed. Winter was upon us before we
could put on any gravel; we also put some town money on this
project. This year we intend to put in drainage, gravel and
maybe do a Uttle blasting.
We sealed part of Turnpike South, Russell Station Road,
Woodard Hill Road, and part of Redhouse Road -- about four
miles in all.
Culvert repair was made all over town, with more needed.
Cross Road was replanked as was Scobie Pond Bridge and
new runners were put on County Road Bridge which will be re-
planked in 1978.
After much discussion and some delays as how to do the
Poor Farm Road Bridge project, the job was finally handed to
the highway department to build. We started the job Oct. 1 and
with the expert help of Joe and Art Brennan and Phil Ireland,
cold hands and wet feet, we completed it in about six weeks.
$20,500 was raised for the project, $18,000 did the job except
for Ireland's expenses. Plans for the same thing on RusseU
Station Road are in the works now. Hopefully the same type
structure.
Extensive ditching and gravehng was done below Phyl
Cleaves house on Journey's End Road in '77, plus graveling
and upgrading roads about town.
We would like to apologize for not getting all the roads
scraped again in the fall. What with the bridge project and
early frost and winter setting in, it wasn't possible. We hope we
can start this year's bridge a lot earlier when the water is down
and a bit warmer.
Winter was extremely hard in '77 with lots of snow and ice.
The late storms in the spring were real tough on our budget
with trees down and brush galore. It cost about $4,500 to clean
up after those last two storms. December started out with a
blast, taking a lot of salting and sanding, never mind plowing.
We have cut our salt consumption about in half from 1976 and
are sanding a lot more. More people are asking for sand as are
the police calhng us out more.
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With storms like in December dragging out for a week at a
time, sanding and salting is just about a full time job.
Bob Foote has purchased a new sander, so perhaps we can
give a little more and faster service. It takes about eight hours
sanding time to get ahead of the school buses and about forty
hours to do the whole town. With only one sander it is impos-
sible.
We have a special item in the summer budget this year for
$30,000. This is to rehabilitate the mud roads in town. This is to
get all the people that live on real muddy roads out year round.
Graveling these roads will do that, plus give them the fire and
police protection they deserve. Some of the roads are listed
below, with the estimated cost of gravel (depending on where
we get the material). County Road South - $1,500, Langmaid's
Road - $1,118, Turnpike North - $2,236, Wilson Hill - $3,354,
GilUs Road to Bennington -$1,118, Candlewood Road - $5,590,
Perly Road - $1,118, Journey's End Road - $2,236, Campbell
Hill Road - $2,236. Birdsall Road - $2,236; plus crushing of a
few thousand yards for where real thickness is not necessary.
We hope you people will strongly support this program. If
there are any questions, please call the Road Agent to explain.
The highway employees will not be seeking wage increases
this year; we will be trying to hold the Hne in this area.
I know this is a tremendous budget to raise, but I feel it is
needed badly to carry out our year's work ahead. Your support
wiU be greatly appreciated.
We would Uke to take this time to thank all the people of
Francestown for their continued support of the Highway De-
partment and look forward to serving you another year.
Respectfully submitted,
ROBERT M. FOOTE, Road Agent
Highway Budget - 1978
Summer Highway




Brush & Tree Removal 2,000.00
Graveling & Ditching 1 1 ,000.00
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FIRE INSURANCE SCHEDULE 1977
Town of Francestown, New Hampshire
Buildings and Contents
$323,600 Blanket insurance on all buildings per appraisal
4,000 on Contents of Library
500 on Contents of Selectmen's Office
Other Property and Vehicles
$ 25,000 on Motor Grader
1,000 on Concord Stagecoach
7,025 on Fire Department radios, monitors, and emer-
gency equipment
2,700 on 1954 International Fire Truck and Equipment
20,000 on 1969 International Fire Truck and Equipment
1,400 on 1948 Ford Fire Truck and Equipment
Actual Cash Value on 1974 Plymouth Police Cruiser, Radios
and Equipment
Workmen's Compensation on all Town Employees
Liability and Property Damage on all Town Buildings,
Vehicles and Operations
$2,000 Blanket Accident Policy on Members of Fire Depart-
ment
Burglary and Robbery Policy covering Office of the Town
Treasurer and Tax Collector
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FRANCESTOWN FIRE DEPARTMENT
Officers for the year 1977 were as follows: Chief, Clifton F.
Foote; 1st Deputy Chief, Lawrence R. Kullgren; 2nd Deputy
Chief, Robert Cutter; Captains, Richard Leavitt and Donald
Marsden; Secretary, Alvin Van Cleaves; Treasurer, Donald
Abbott; Fire Police Officer, John Coakley; and Fire Prevention
and Training Officer, Norman Stewart. Members of the
Standing Committee - Donald Hoyt, Richard Leavitt and Louis
Weiderhold.
The V.F.D. wishes to thank all its friends for their dona-
tions for the Labor Day Supper and for all contributions made
to the Department throughout the year. The money was used
as in past years to buy new equipment.
Throughout the year, the Department held monthly train-
ing meetings under the direction of Norman Stewart, and many
of the members attended the annual fire training school ses-
sions held at Meadowwood. Through the efforts of Robert
Foote, an army ambulance was acquired from U.S. Govern-
ment Surplus and members of the Department equipped it as a
rescue vehicle. Bob also made available for the use of the Fire
Department a 4,500 gallon water tank which is owned by him.
The firemen wish to thank the Women's Auxiliary for their
generous donation to the Department and their contribution to
the rescue squad fund.
This past year, the Volunteer Fire Department answered 1
1
calls for chimney fires, 3 structure fires, 4 out-of-town calls for
mutual aid, 4 dump fires, 2 brush fires. It made 4 smoke checks,
and it inspected all chimneys upon requests by the owners. The
fire station was also properly manned during 4 power failures.
The Rescue Squad answered 10 calls to assist the ambulance,
auto accidents, and resuscitator calls.
A first aid refresher course was held during this year. Nor-
man Stewart, Jack Coakley, Ray Plante, Bob Cutter, and mem-
bers of the Women's Auxiliary held a program for the annual
Fire Prevention Week for the school children and the town kin-
dergarten.
I wish to thank all the townspeople for their continued
efforts and awareness in good fire prevention.






Report of District Fire Chief and
Town Forest Fire Warden
Forest fire control in New Hampshire is a joint state and
town responsibility (RSA 224).
The Director, Division of Forests and Lands (State Fores-
ter) appoints a forest fire warden and several deputy forest
fire wardens in each town upon the recommendation of
local authorities.
The local forest fire warden is responsible for forest fire
prevention and suppression activities in his town. He reg-
ulates the kindling of outside fires when the ground is not
covered with snow by the issuance of written permits only
when conditions are safe. He is responsible for suppression
with the town and state sharing the cost. Suppression costs
in excess of V4, of 1% of the assessed valuation of the town
are assumed by the state.
The state provides training for the local fire organization
and helps coordinate activities between towns/cities. The
state also supports local forces with backup personnel,
equipment, and supplies for suppression and prevention.
This combination of state and local cooperation, started in
1893, works well, for New Hampshire has enjoyed one of
the smallest acreage losses due to forest fires in the United
States for the past 25 years.
1977 Forest Fire Statistics




GILBERT TESTA, District Fire Chief
RICHARD F. LEAVITT, Forest Fire Warden
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FOREST FIRE WARDEN REPORT
I would like to thank all who are involved in keeping our
town green. This is becoming to be more of a problem each year,
as more people move into Francestown. Some people think that
they may burn whatever they wish, especially with wood cook-
outs. I will repeat, you must have a permit to do this and the
outdoor fireplace must be approved by the State and local
warden. The State law reads "the penalty for kindling a fire in
woodlands of another without written permission of the owner
or for kindling any fire without a written permit when a permit
is required, a person may be fined not more than $1,000.00 or
imprisoned for 1 year."
I am not trying to be a dictator, but am trying to keep our
town as is. It is your job as much as mine to report fires, not
only of woodland nature but even wood campfires. We can't
monitor the town on a twenty-four hour basis unless we have
help from townspeople.
I would like to remind every person in town that my job is a
non-paying job and I am only trying to carry out the laws of the
state and to keep Francestown the way we all like it. Thank you
for your cooperation and help.
RICHARD F. LEAVITT, Forest Fire Warden
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
In 1977, the Francestown Police Department answered over
600 calls. The Department investigated five cases of breaking
and entering, some with the help of the State PoUce. The De-
partment investigated 28 automobile accidents, of which one
was a fatality. Most of the rest were attributed to icy roads.
The Department investigated 16 calls of theft of skiis at
Crotched Mountain, this was down from 1976.
With the help of the new radar unit we have been able to
monitor traffic better. This has resulted in over 300 traffic cita-
tions. With all of the arrests the Department made this year,
only four were found not guilty in Goffstown District Court.
We had one car stolen this year, and the subjects were appre-
hended within 12 hours.
Unfortunately the town is growing and, with the addition of
dances every weekend at Crotched Mountain and Bobcat Ski
areas, we have had to increase patrols. This has caused the De-
partment to exceed its 1977 budget and is why I have asked to









Includes estimated reimbursements to Town of $5,000
Respectfully submitted,
PETER M. FLOOD, Chief of Police
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GEORGE HOLMES BIXBY MEMORIAL LIBRARY
LIBRARY TRUSTEES
First, we would like to draw your attention to the Library
questionnaire stapled in the Town Report. This questionnaire
has been prepared in the hope of improving your Library's ser-
vices to you. May we ask you to give it your considered atten-
tion and, when you have completed it, to return it to the Li-
brary? We would be most grateful.
The Library was again awarded the Outstanding Library
Achievement Award, received by Ingeborg Anderson, Li-
brarian, and the Trustees at ceremonies in Concord, N.H. Also
in Concord that day, the Trustees and Librarian attended hear-
ings on the State bill for aid to pubhc libraries which we ac-
tively support.
Our participation continues in the Nubanusit Library Co-op
from which we benefit materially in cooperative-order book dis-
counts as well as from the good advice and shared experience of
fellow library associates throughout the area. The Southwest
District Advisory Council also keeps us abreast of trends, ac-
tivities, and regulations pertinent to the library function.
The Library continues to serve as a center for many Town
activities. Meetings of the Francestown Improvement and His-
torical Society and the Conservation Commission are regularly
held in the building. The younger set had its turn with pre-
school reading program conducted by Pam Barry, and pres-
ently continued by Cecile Nelson, Patty McNeil, and Debbie
Olson. In addition, the grade school enjoyed another year of
movie programs, attending films lent by the State Library.
The Library Summer Program filled the children's vacation
months with creative activity - from quilting to totem-pole
carving. The time, energy, and imaginative efforts of Joan
Hanchett, Ethel Stubbs, Betsy Wiederhold, Bessann Tripplett,
Chris Brown, Jo Staub, Bub Rokes, and all their faithful
helpers, directed and ably assisted as always by Inge Anderson
and Connie Varnum, ensured the program's success.
National Library Week, in early April, lured visitors in con-
siderable numbers both to examine new book purchases and
displays and to enjoy special events. Allan Block and Nancy
MacDowell again generously offered an evening concert for the
Town and drew a large and appreciative audience. The children
were given the exciting treat of a visit by Wally Tripp who car-
tooned and clowned for them to their hearts' content. We are
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most grateful to these friends of the Library for their kind con-
tribution of time and talent for Library Week and most grati-
fied by the enthusiastic reception given them by the Town.
The Library Smorgasbord, revived last year, was an even
greater success in 1977. The enthusiastic participation of such a
large segment of the community creates the Smorgasbord's
special atmosphere of happily shared effort. Again, Pat Stan-
dish, ably seconded this year by Lil Poor, was responsible for
the master planning. Their hard-working crew was led once
more by the "Rogues" who last year instigated the Smorgas-
bord's rebirth: Robert and Larry Ames and Kelly Straus, Andy
Janiak, Andy Hungerford, Lisa Roberts, and all their friends.
Bill Brien, with lots of "Yankee Painters," Linda EHas, the
Wharton family. Heather Miner, Syd Santaspago, and many
many more pitched in, too. Entertainment was provided with
talent and spirit by Steve Kruse and Lyn Brown, and by Dick
McGrath. Pat Cloutier and Betsy Holbrook, Carol Prest and
Doris Bassett, to name but a few, labored mightily on commit-
tees to ensure a gay evening for the Town. Primary, of course,
was the varied and delicious array spread on the buffet tables,
generously and skillfully prepared by the ladies (and some of
the gentlemen! ) of Francestown, and by the crew. We are most
grateful to everyone whose efforts and open-handed, open-
hearted participation made this Smorgasbord so happy and
successful (and delectable) an event. The final measure of this
success was the $852.76 added to the Special Account, allowing
certain long-hoped-for Library projects to be undertaken.
High on the list of Library intentions was the redecoration
of the beautiful but sadly shabby Reading Room. That room is
now "fresh as new paint" thanks to the skills (and liberal dis-
count on the work) of the Yankee Painters.
The Reading Room is further adorned and made comfort-
able by two sturdy and handsome new Captain's chairs, pur-
chased from gifts given in fond memory of Helmut Sturow.
Fine books have also been added to the collection in Mr.
Sturow's name.
The friends of Arnold Ellsworth, too, contributed to the Li-
brary, remembering his fond and frequent use of the facility. A
number of books, chosen particularly in his areas of reading in-
terest, have been purchased through their generosity.
Another "Special" project was the purchase and installa-
tion of the handsome copper lantern at the Library's front door,
necessary to brighten the step in the early dark of winter after-
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noons. A summer need was also filled from the Special Account
- a bicycle rack for our cycling readers.
A treat for all Library visitors earlier in the winter was a
display of the nature paintings of Sandra MacDonald, a new
resident of Francestown. We hope to show more of Mrs. Mac-
Donald's work in the coming year, and that of other local ar-
tists as well.
Various interior and exterior building repairs were carried
out, often with the help of volunteer labor such as the welcome
assistance of WiUiam Abbott and of Roger Hartleb. Some of
the repair materials were kindly donated by Monadnock
Lumber Co.
We are most grateful to Ehzabeth Thompson for the
donation of a record player, a great addition to our audio-visual
facilities, and to Robert Duncan for his generous gift. Indeed,
we offer again our sincere thanks to all in Francestown whose
generous interest has aided and supported the Library this past
year.
Library use, as reflected by book circulation, is increasing
markedly and, in closing, we wish to express once again our
deep gratitude to all those whose devoted efforts on behalf of
the Library encourage community use and make possible the
fulfillment of the Library's expanding role. Our fine Librarian,
Inge Anderson, must come first of course, and her able assis-
tant, Connie Vamum ; Pat Cloutier and her faithful and wilHng
volunteers ; and Betsy Wiederhold whose continued concern for
the Library is ever a support and whose decorations continue to
brighten every event and change of season.





GEORGE HOLMES BIXBY MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Town Account
Special Account
Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1977
Receipts:
Manning & Clark Fund Trust, Inc.
Alison Bixby Hill Trust Fund, Inc.
Interest on Certificate of Deposit
Fines
Cash Gifts
Sale of Book & Post Cards
Benefit — Smorgasbord
Sale of Medals & Chains




















Sale of Town Histories 238.25
$1,706.55
Withdrew 1-20-77 12.50










Expenditures during year 342 .
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Balance Dec. 31, 1977 $ 822.97
Peterborough Savings Bank
Account No. 55550










Balance Dec. 31, 1977
$2,048.27
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GEORGE HOLMES BIXBY MEMORIAL LIBRARY
LIBRARIAN'S REPORT







Borrowed from Bookmobile ( 3 visits
)
2 ,494
Requested from Concord State Library 99
Library Hours
Tuesday
Town Library but where are our town residents? Although we
have many patrons we would welcome even more! New children
are attending school and we would enjoy meeting their parents
and new residents and have them use our Library.
The Summer program was busy and active with many
enthusiastic children. We extend our thanks and appreciation
to the many kind ladies and volunteers who gave their time and
material for the crafts made: Quilting, Weaving, Kitemaking,
Stenciling and Macrame - Joan Hanchett, Joan Staub, Bessann
Triplett, Chris Brown, Ethel Stubbs, Betsy Wiederhold, Peggy
Hansen, Ruth Behrsing, Kim Johnson, Isabelle Richardson,
Jill Leonard, Chloe Kiblin, Cheryl Sanchioni and Connie Var-
num who was in charge of Films. Our Special thanks to Bub
and Ralph Rokes who provided the pole and planned and engi-
neered the making of a splendid Totem Pole with the help of the
children. It needs a little paint, etc., and then we'll have it on
pubhc display this summer when Bub and his helpers have
more time.
Susan Palmatieri, our State Library Consultant, paid us
two visits.
Betsy Wiederhold continued setting up her many decorative
and informative displays throughout the year. Everyone ap-
preciates her skills and we thank her very much.
Many thanks and appreciation go to Pat Cloutier and her
hard working volunteers who assist in the daily work of the Li-
brary.






Our major project this year was to prepare additional grave
sites at the back end of Cemetery No. 3. In order to do this,
brush was cut and gravel for fill was trucked in as the land is
low. All is ready now for loam in the coming year and to mark
out the sites.
We have made extra efforts to keep our cemeteries neat and
trim and feel that monies used for this purpose are well spent.
We have felt it necessary to raise the cost of plots. Money
from sale of plots is reserved for preparing future lots.
The follow-up on our last year's project which was putting
in the drainage ditch seems to be encouraging. We tested the
ground in the spring when the water table has previously been
high and found the ground dry. We are grateful indeed to be





Balance — January 1, 1977
Receipts 1977:











In response to a request from the Selectmen, the Commis-
sion suppHed extra copies of the Town Soil Maps and a new
Wetlands Map. The Commission had had this Wetlands Map
prepared by the Hillsborough County Conservation District.
At the Selectmen's request, the Commission initiated three
projects associated with growth in the town.
First, a questionnaire, mailed to all residents or property
owners, disclosed that the 31 percent of residents and the 22
percent of non-residents who replied to the questionnaire were
almost unanimously in favor of developing a town plan. Copies
of the tabulated results of the questionnaire will be available
soon.
The second project is a study of the effect of growth on local
taxes. Bill Hansen, Associate member, is chairman of the
corresponding subcommittee.
The third project is an indexing of the town's natural
resources and property of all sorts. Shirley Davis is chairman of
this subcommittee.
At the urging of the Selectmen, the chairman of the
Commission attended the annual conference concerning the use
of salt on roads - generally known as "The Sensible Salting of
Roads" - held in Peterborough and furnished the Selectmen
with the corresponding information and literature.
Further, the Selectmen requested a census of dead trees on
those town roads which have been designated as "Scenic
Roads"; eight of the 21 roads have been surveyed and a report
presented to the Selectmen.
The Commission obtained information about the
availability of water for domestic use from the Geological Sur-
vey in Concord and turned over the information to interested
residents along Main Street.
Jim O'Mahoney checked conditions in connection with three
Fill and Dredge permit apphcations, and these were sub-
sequently approved.
The Commission followed the three Land Use Programs
which were broadcast by Channel 11. These provided
considerable background information concerning problems en-
countered and actions taken by other New Hampshire towns
confronted by unexpected, rapid growth. The Commission was
considerably assisted by the audio taping done by David Barr.
On December 15, Mr. WilUam Rourke of the Southwest Re-
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gional Planning Commission presented to the Conservation
Commission what he considered to be the important reasons for
Francestown to become a member of this organization. Also
present at that meeting were Selectman John Schott and Plan-
ning Board Member Herbert Benedict.
During January, the last fund-raising square dance was
held at the Town Hall. The Commission found it was no longer
able to continue this effort.
New members of the Commission last spring were Shirley
Davis and William Cowles. During October, Bill Hansen and
Brenda Parker joined the Commission as Associate Members.
Early in December, Liesel Oilman resigned from the Commis-
sion and was replaced by Brenda Parker. Bill Hansen resigned











In 1977 the Planning Board held 22 regularly convened
meetings. John R. Schott replaced O. Alan Thulander as the
Selectman ex-officio member and Herbert Benedict replaced
Royal S. Cleaves who retired from the Board after many years
of faithful service. William Edwards was appointed to the
Board by the Selectmen to fill the unexpired term of Robert H.
Cloutier. WilUam Hansen was appointed by the Selectmen to
replace Bill Edwards, who resigned December 16. Hearings
were held and approvals granted for fifteen subdivisions. Four
amendments to the Zoning Ordinance were presented for ballot
vote at Town Meeting, after having been heard at two statu-
tory public hearings (January 14 and February 4). Three of
these amendments were adopted, to wit:
sometimes discriminatory, provision for the acquiring of abut-
ters' signatures in order to place a structure closer than fifty
feet to a lot line. The amended article is now equally applicable
to all.
Article 5A - Zoning District Regulations
This amendment removed the implication that home occu-
pations in the Village Zone are restricted to the confines of the
domicile structure only.
Article 5A - Zoning District Regulations
This amendment removed retail stores from the "Permitted
Use" category in the Rural Zone to the more restrictive classifi-
cation of "Special Exception."
An amendment which proposed the instituting of an Occu-
pancy Permit requirement for all new structures was defeated.
Amendments to the Subdivision Regulations were voted by
the Planning Board after the required statutory public hear-
ings. Although some of these changes are considered to be ad-
ministrative and relatively minor, those of greatest import pro-
vide for better control of the responsibility of the improvement
and/or reconstruction of Class V and VI roads on which sub-
divisions may be located, and provide for better control of the
location of scattered or premature subdivisions.
Subdivisions approved in 1977 and their dates of approval
are as follows:
Robert Home (2/18)
Ellen M. HiU (4/22)
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Arthur J. Cernota (4/22)
Mary W. Edwards (5/6)
Rino Sanchioni et al (6/17)
Donough Prince (6/17)
Richard Merrill (7/1)
Frank W. Jones (7/15)
Ralph E. MacDonald (8/19)
Thomas A. Fulham (8/19)
Nina N. Abbott (10/7)
Ann J. Masel (10/7)
Ralph Rokes (10/7)
Henry C. Humphreys (10/21)
Robert Cloutier & Normand Laplante (12/16)






JOHN R. SCHOTT, Ex-Officio
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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment is a five member board ap-
pointed by the Selectmen. It acts under the provisions of Chap-
ter 31:60-89 New Hampshire Statutes annotated 1955 and
amended thereto, as well as the Town of Francestown Zoning
Ordinance as amended through March 1977,
The Board held fifteen public hearings during 1977. Most of
the cases dealt with setback clearances. Two cases were denied,
two cases were granted with restrictions. One case on a re-
appeal was denied which resulted in the Board being included in
litigation over the case. One dealt with a special exemption as
provided in the Ordinance and it was granted.
It is the poHcy of the Board to inspect the sites involved in
order to supplement the testimony presented at the hearings.
As above stated, in certain cases it was necessary to attach
conditions relating to the decision.
In addition to the public hearings the Board held eleven ex-
ecutive sessions.
Recommendations were also made to the Planning Board
for suggested changes to the ordinance for their consideration
as possible amendments.







The Advisory Committee reviewed a variety of matters per-
taining to the construction and proper maintenance of town
roads. The concluding recommendations of its report to the Se-
lectmen were as follows:
"4. Suggested remedial action:
A. The selectmen either by themselves or through a special
road committee appointed by them may:
1. Prepare an index of existing town maintained roads;
2. Prepare an article in proper form for the town warrant
clearly abandoning all other roads in which the town may have
an interest and adopting the inventory of existing town main-
tained roads;
3. Prepare a method, policy or by-law by coordinating an
up-to-date town road inventory and standards with the Plan-
ning Board.
B. Review with the Planning Board the advisabiHty of
amending the Subdivision Ordinance in the light of the in-
formation contained in this report for additional protection
against a costly road expense being suddenly forced on the
town by development for residential uses."
Respectfully submitted,






As of July 1, 1977, it was illegal to have open dumping and
burning of refuse at the Francestown Dump. We hired the
Community Sanitation Service of Peterborough to transport
our disposal waste to the Antrim-Bennington-Francestown
Sanitary landfill site on a twice-weekly basis. This operation
has had a mixed degree of success and failure. We were unable
to use Ken's Sanitation Service as proposed in last year's Town
Report because the Sanitary Landfill hours did not adjust to
Ken's service program. We hesitated to add extra equipment
and service on the few peak days because of the sizable increase
in costs. Also we are of the opinion that our proposed recycling
program can reduce the total amount of disposable waste that
goes to Bennington, even though the number of families
moving here is increasing rapidly.
As of January 3, 1978, recycling operations have begun on a
voluntary basis at the Dump. Each family in Francestown has
received a letter to this effect and a pamphlet of instructions.
We will have an attendant, John Farrar, on hand during normal
working hours to assist you in cooperating on this program.
Because we were unable to complete the regrading operation
before winter weather set in, we have made temporary
provisions for housing of the new attendant, and the location of
a vehicle for storing paper and cardboard out of the weather;
also, a place for containers for the glass and tin is provided. We
hope to build in the Spring, using some of the money voted last
year, a more attractive shelter and storage bin complex. This
building will be flexible as to size so that we may keep pace
with the growth, interest and cooperation of the famihes of
Francestown in recycling.
We hesitate at this time to place more restrictions on the
use of the Town Dump area, because with the cooperation of the
families here we sincerely believe that we can keep our costs at
a minimum and in hne with our town growth and yet realize
sizable savings through our Recycling Program.
Respectfully submitted,





REPORT OF THE TOWN HISTORIAN
Planning, zoning and subdivisions have been issues
throughout the year as increased concern is expressed over the
rapid growth of the area. First steps toward a land use study
are being made. The population of Francestown (N.H. Office
Industrial Development) is estimated at 758, an increase of
over 44 percent since 1970. The Selectmen have issued 45
Building Permits, 20 of these for new homes.
***
In the spring Tenneco, Inc. announced plans for a pipeline
for natural gas, from St. Johns, New Brunswick, Canada to
Pennsylvania. The route was to cross Francestown and several
other Monadnock Region Towns. Opposition to a 50-foot wide
swath cutting through scenic and historic areas was immedi-
ately expressed by many local citizens and our Selectmen. An
ad hoc committee called COPE (Citizens Organized to Protect
the Environment) was formed with members, from all walks of
life from area towns, following an initial meeting with company
officials held in Francestown. William Hansen was elected
chairman; monies were raised; and an attorney was hired to go
before the Federal Power Commission in Washington with the
recommendation that the pipeline might more appropriately be
laid along the existing right-of-way of the Public Service Co.
This route was later approved by Washington.
***
A March snowstorm left some local residents without
electrical power for several days.
***
In April Dr. John Maes was named minister of the Com-
munity Church after several years in which guest ministers
have conducted the Sunday Services. Dr. Maes was installed by
the Hillsboro Ass'n. of United Church of Christ at ceremonies
held in November with visiting dignitaries throughout New
England attending. The Unitarian Church held summer ser-
vices at the Old Meeting House with Rev. Roberts W. Cum-
mings returning, for the eighth year, to serve as the minister.
***
In July, lightning was responsible for a fire which destroyed
the lift building and machinery which ran the chair-lift at the
Crotched Mountain ski area. The lift was replaced and will be
operating as usual this winter.
73
The Improvement and Historical Society appointed Eleanor
Kiblin temporary curator of the Historical Rooms which were
opened on Memorial Weekend after a complete rearrangement
of the exhibits, necessitated by the construction of the new Fire
Exit from the upper floor. The rooms were open every Wednes-
day and Saturday afternoon during the summer, with hostesses
to greet visitors at these times. Inge Anderson and Connie Var-
num opened the rooms to visitors on many, many other oc-
casions. This has been a major contributing factor to the suc-
cess which we have experienced this year.
During the summer Mr. Charles Parsons of Goffstown con-
tacted the Society in an attempt to locate furniture made in
Francestown by Daniel Bixby (1791-1870), Cabinetmaker, and
his son, James. Mr. and Mrs. William Triplett were able to help
locate a chest of drawers signed by James Bixby, the first posi-
tive identification of the work of these men. It is hoped that
other pieces will be located and any information would be
welcome.
Mr. Parsons gave to the Society Rooms a partial list of
items, made by these men, extracted from a Bixby ledger which
Winterthur Museum copied on to microfilm. (The N.H. Histori-
cal Society also has a copy.)
Other activities of the Improvement and Historical Society
include sponsoring the annual Labor Day celebration. This
year's parade theme was "Village Life."
Two visits of the Little Red Wagon, also sponsored by the
Society, entertained the children on the Common.
Financial help was granted to the Little League Baseball
Team. Ed Farhm and Joe Ludwig were coaches this year.
A group of generous citizens donated monies in the total
amount of $10,000 so that the Society could purchase the F.H.
Colbum property on Main Street for use as a park (in perpetu-
ity). A committee has been named by President "Dud" Parker
to develop a landscape plan for the property.
***
The Francestown Water and Electric Co. voted to empower
their directors to change the Water Co. to either a non-profit
corporation (cooperative) or a water district. The Directors
prefer the former. Water users elected approximately the same
board of directors and have also voted in favor of a non-profit
organization if it is possible.
The Directors are actively pursuing this direction by
working on the legal requirements for affecting the organiza-
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tional change. Meanwhile, an engineering study indicates that
the water main must be replaced. The present plan of the direc-
tors is to borrow money for this purpose as soon as the com-
pany's reorganization is complete. Well houses have been re-
placed on both wells this year.
The Water company was first organized in 1880. The pres-
ent company was established in 1922,
A Co-operative Kindergarden and Pre-School was organ-
ized. Pam Berry is the director and teacher. Classes are held in
the basement of the Community Church for kindergarten on
three mornings each week and for younger children on two
mornings.
A Children's Carnival was held on the Common in August
to raise money for the kindergarten.
***
Two 4-H Clubs have been active this year. Leadership has
been provided by Mrs. Donald Hoyt, Mrs. William Triplett and
Mrs. Clarence Paige assisted by a number of parents.
***
Some names in the news: David Carney became the Town's
first Eagle Scout at ceremonies held in the Town Hall. Brooks
Place was named one of 16 top point winners in the New Eng-
land Amateur Grand Prix of Tennis. Willis Hadley finished
sixth in competition with over 50 of the State's top school bus
drivers in a school bus safety rodeo (written as well as road
tests were administered).
The following persons were serving in the United States
Military Service during 1977:
Sgt. Jeffrey Banks (U.S. Army - discharged in September)
1st. Lt. Sylvia J. Leavitt (U.S. Air Force Nurse Corps)
Sp. 5 Charles McCarthy (U.S. Army stationed in Germany)
Avery Richardson (U.S. Navy)
Capt. Herbert R. Vadney ( U.S.A. F.)
Lt. (j.g.) Scott T. Place (U.S. Navy)
Respectfully submitted,
ELEANOR L. KIBLIN, Town Historian
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DOG CONSTABLE'S REPORT
It has been my pleasure to serve as dog constable. This
office requires that I be a special police officer, in case some
people wondered.
The problems of dogs in town is becoming a big item in our
town business and call for a lot of time. One of the major prob-
lems are people who move here to the country with the idea that
they may let their dog or dogs run at will. This is a falsehood. A
dog, as your own child, should have a strong hand of guidance
to have them grow to be a respected member of the town. Yes,
even some of our dogs in town are good members of the town
and have our love and respect.
The pleasure of knowing a few of these dogs that have gone
from us this year: such as the Wiederholds' Ursla, Gallops'
Goldie, and Rices' Roger are just a few.
If you get a dog, that animal becomes part of your family
and should be treated as such. Just because this is the country
you may not let him roam at will or he will find trouble.
You should know at all times where your dog is, because it
is the common house pet that forms packs, destroys property,
preys on game and domestic animals, fowl or even human
beings. You, as a dog owner, should know the State Law per-
taining to dog ownership, as stated in Chapter 222, H.B. 702,
State of New Hampshire, relative to vicious dogs or dogs as a
nuisance, which includes:
"Under this section, a dog is considered to be a nuisance, a
menace, or vicious to persons or to property under any or all,
but not limited to, the following conditions:
(a) If it beirks for sustained periods of time, or during the
night hours so as to disturb the peace and quiet of a neighbor-
hood or area;
(b) If it digs, scratches, or excretes, or causes waste or gar-
bage to be scattered on property other than its owner's;
(c) If any female dog in season (heat) is permitted to run at
large or be off the premises of the owner or keeper during this
period except when being exercised on a leash by a responsible
adult. At all other times such dog shall be confined within a
building or enclosure in such manner that she will not come in
contact (except for intentional breeding purposes) with a male
dog. A female dog in heat shall not be used for hunting;




(e) If it runs after, or chases bicycles, motor vehicles, motor-
cycles, or other vehicles being driven, pulled or pushed on the
streets, highways, or pubhc ways;
(f) If, whether alone or in a pack with other dogs, it bites, at-
tacks, or preys on game animals, domestic animals, fowl or
human beings."
As you look upon the behavior of your dog, is he lawful or
not?
This year, as of January 1st, was a busy year — four dog
complaints, which involved 20 - 30 hours each. These com-
plaints included one in which a dog killed two sheep, one in
which dogs were chasing cows to the point of a pack attack
during which a young heifer was downed and being mauled, and
the worrying and killing of a domestic pet.
The rest of the time I have been taking an average of two to
three phone calls a week on lost-and-found dogs either from this
town or from other towns in the surrounding area.
The salary I receive is less than ten dollars a week, which is
not enough for this job. When you consider toll calls, gas,
equipment and other expenses, I have found I'm way in the red
and have done it for the uncertain pleasure of it.
The town offers no equipment for this office and all the
equipment I have is my own. I do enjoy the office of Dog Con-
stable as I feel I have added a Httle humane treatment and love
and understanding to this position. I hope to serve you another
year.
Respectfully submitted,
WILLIS O. HADLEY. Dog Constable
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RECREATION COMMISSION
In March 1977 the Selectmen established a Recreation
Commission and appointed six people to this new Town board.
In addition, special thanks go to Mary Jane Marsden for volun-
teering her time and energy to the Commission.
Our Commission meets twice a month and, if necessary,
more often.
During July and August a Summer Recreation Program
was provided for all children in the community between the
ages of 6 through 14. It was funded by Southern New Hamp-
shire Services whose offices are located in Bedford, New Hamp-
shire. Because the money came from an outside source, we had
very little control or voice in how the program was run. Also,
the possibility of being funded again by this organization is
very remote.
Our committee sponsored Contra-Dances from June
through December and they will begin again in the spring. It
was from the proceeds of our first dance that we were able to
pay for and mail a newsletter and questionnaire to all towns-
people.
A special committee headed by Charles Onasch was ap-
pointed to look into the present Scobie Pond Beach situation,
as to problems of parking, non-resident use of the beach, etc.,
plus the possibility of finding a new location for a Town Beach.
A report was sent to the Selectmen, including a proposal,
asking the town for funds to purchase property on Scobie Pond.
On October 31st a Community Halloween Party was held
for children of all ages, parents and other interested people. It
was well attended and generated much enthusiasm. Special
thanks go to David Carney, the Hansens, Staubs and Bicknells,
plus the many other people who made donations or participated
in making this party such as success.
On November 7th, Beaver Jutras, Director of the Peter-
borough Recreation Program, attended our meeting. He offered
suggestions and answered questions concerning future pro-
grams.
On December 16th, a Community Christmas Party was
held. Both the Elementary School and Community Pre-School
presented plays and songs. Our committee would Hke to thank
the Improvement Society, Women's Guild, and Sock Darners
for their contributions toward the Christmas Party.
We were not funded by the town for 1977, so this limited
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what we could do. A proposal has been submitted to the Select-
men, asking the town for a small budget to help pay for a yearly
program. This would include plans for a Summer Program
which would be run in conjunction with the Library's activities,
tennis and swimming lessons and would enable us to continue
both the Halloween and Christmas Parties.
We need your support. If you have any questions please feel
free to contact our members.
Respectfully submitted,







The following is a report from the Recreation Commission to
the Board of Selectmen, which is the basis for an Article in this
year's Town Warrant:
TO: Board of Selectmen
Town of Francestown
FROM: Recreation Commission
RE: Report On A Possible New Town Beach
OBJECTIVE: Because of the growth of our town over the last
four years (103 persons since 1973), the Recreation Commission
set forth to determine if other properties presently available in
Francestown offer better alternatives, both long and short
range, to the present town beach, which we feel at the present
time is totally inadequate to handle the town's population.
AVAILABLE PROPERTIES (real and suspected)
SCOBIE POND
1. George Foster property
2. Wm. Nickerson property
3. Mrs. Sipes property
PLEASANT POND
None known to be available of
sufficient size to be considered
as a potential town beach.
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SCOBIE POND: Of the properties available on Scobie only the
Foster piece was deemed possible at first judgment -- price.
Since any project in this area would require the Town to issue
bonds, it was felt that cost had to be the prime preliminary con-
sideration.
Mrs. Sipes property, 83 acres with considerable lake front-
age (500'-600') is on the market with an asking price of
$103,000. Our judgment was that the price was, for the town,
excessive and too much acreage was involved to obtain just the
waterfront portion.
The Nickerson property, while providing lakefront, is not
available at this point in time since the owner plans to sell
lakefront property along with the rest of the property as a
single piece. He does not plan to break up his holdings.
The George Foster Property. This is a piece approximately
875' along Journey's End Road and about 395' to 580' deep
with approximately 825' of lake frontage. A total of 6.9 acres
more or less (see attached). There is presently an access road
close to the west end of the property that runs from Journey's
End Road to the water. This has been graveled and would not
require too much work to restore to first-class condition, ap-
proximately $1,000. It is approximately 14' to 18' wide its
entire length, and the lake extends out into the water about 20'.
At the end of the gravel road there is a partially cleared area
that we feel would be suitable for parking. To totally clear this
area and gravel it for parking would cost approximately $1,500.
Since the primary consideration of this investigation was to es-
tabUsh the suitability of any (or all) of these properties as bath-
ing beaches, measurements of water depths was undertaken at
two distances from the shore: 25 and 50 feet. A total of 10
measurements were taken across the 825' water frontage at
both 25' and 50' from the shore. In no instance was the water
depth over 3 feet, generally less, about 2 '4" or so. Several
measurements were made at the extreme outside edge of the
weed growth - probably 125' to 150' from shore - and the
greatest depth measured was 5 feet.
THE FOSTER PROPERTY SPECIFICS:
Total Asking Price: $47,000.00, one-half down ($23,500)
and the balance in two equal annual payments at 8 percent
interest.
Approximate Costs: Road - $1,000.00
Parking - $1,500.00
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Sand for Beach - $750 (this is for a beach size of 60 feet long
and 20 feet deep and includes spreading of the sand.
)
Initial Cost to the Town: $26,750.00 - approximately.
Pluses: 1. 825' of water frontage on Scobie Pond.
2. Existing road already cleared to water front.
3. 875' of road frontage.
4. Ample space for parking.
5. Ample space for other town activities.
Minuses: 1. WETLAND: We have been unable to determine
the actual amount of wetland on this property.
Because of the cost involved, we suggest that
the Selectmen, before making an offer, look
into this problem
2. IMPROVEMENT TO JOURNEY'S END
ROAD: If the Town votes to purchase Mr.
Foster's property, we suggest that the Select-
men look into the problem of Journey's End Road,
for it is now only able to handle traffic in one
direction.
3. WEEDS AND DEPTH OF WATER: Be-
cause of the heavy growth of weeds along the
the shore it definitely needs to be cleared. How-
ever, we feel that the only economical solution
is to have a group of concerned citizens hand
clear the water's edge. The depth of the shore
line is something that would be good for the
children.
CONCLUSION: The Francestown Recreation Commission
unanimously recommends that the Town of Francestown vote
to purchase the George Foster Property, and make said im-






BOARD OF HIGHWAY SAFETY
Early in the year the Francestown Highway Safety
Committee got off to a good start. On April 14th the committee
met with David H. Deans, Field Representative for the High-
way Safety Agency for the State of New Hampshire. Later in
April Mr. Deans accompanied the committee on a survey of the
town's 40-odd miles of highways.
On May 25th Mr. Henry D. Brinn, Municipal Traffic Opera-
tions Engineer from the State of New Hampshire Department
of Public Works and Highways accompanied the committee on
a second survey of Francestown highways. The following criti-
cisms were made by both Mr. Deans and Mr. Brinn:
1. Some stop signs improperly placed
2. Wrong heighth for some signs
3. Some signs obscured by foHage
4. Some signs tipped over
5. Lack of a sign where there should be one
6. Need to correct bridge approach signs
After the surveys were made, the above criticisms
evaluated, and with the approval of the Selectmen, the commit-
tee purchased $437.00 worth of signs, posts and markers. The
purchase was made direct from the State at State costs. This
means a substantial saving of Town funds. Further savings
were made in purchasing much needed radar equipment for the
police cruiser.
The committee, accompanied by both Mr. Deans and Mr.
Brinn looked at the possible hazards to safety connected with
two bridges, the Russell Station Road bridge and the bridge on
Old County Road - North. Criticism of the Russell Station Road
bridge and the Old County Road bridge by both Mr. Deans and
Mr. Brinn:
The Russell Station Road Bridge:
1. Too narrow for today's travel
2. Under structure of the bridge very poor
3. The north side approach dangerous
The County Road Bridge - North:
1. Considered too narrow
2. Approaches good
3. Abutments, girders and planking seemed to be in
pretty good shape. It was thought that this bridge
could go for some time, but plans should be laid for
improvements in the neai- future.
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Other recommendations were submitted to the Highway De-
partment covering such things as blind corners, badly eroded
areas, bad culverts, etc.
The Safety Committee will continue to work hard to make
the town's highways safer. Highway safety is not only the
business of police departments and committees but the busi-
ness of every person who drives a car. Posted speed limits and
markers are of little value if they are continually ignored. Let us








Two meetings of the Commission were held in 1977 to dis-
cuss in general the areas to be reviewed. The members voted to
await the receipt of an inventory of all Town roads which would
include specifications and current classifications of said roads
before proceeding.
As of this date, the inventory has not been completed, and
therefore no action is recommended at this time.
W. ROGERS HAMEL
WILBUR S. ROBERTS, JR.
O. ALAN THULANDER
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